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What is the RTP 
A long range planning 

document that:  

Å Outlines the direction of 

transportation planning 

improvements.  

Å Identifies existing and future 

regional transportation needs.  

Å Presents strategies to alleviate 

deficiencies in the regional 

transportation system.  

Å Demonstrates Air Quality 

Conformity  

Å Is financially constrained.  

Å Advances both construction 

projects and planning studies.  

Å Is equitable for all 

transportation users  
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Vision, Goals, and Emphasis Areas 

1 Vision  

The Pioneer Valley region strives 

to create and maintain a safe, 

dependable, resilient, 

environmentally sound, and 

equitable transportation system 

for all. We pledge to balance 

performance based strategies 

and projects that promote 

sustainable development, 

reduced use of fossil fuels, 

healthy and livable communities, 

provide for efficient movement of 

people and goods, advance 

economic vitality and enhance 

connectivity in the region.  

13 Goals 
1. Safety 
2. Operations and 

Maintenance 
3. Environment  
4. Coordination  
5. Energy Efficiency 
6. Cost Effectiveness 
7. Intermodal Access 
8. Multimodal Choices  
9. Economic 

Productivity  
10. Quality of Life 
11. Environmental 

Justice 
12. Land Use 
13. Climate Change  

5 Emphasis Areas 
1. Safety and 

Security 
2. The Movement of 

People 
3. The Movement of 

Goods 
4. The Movement of 

Information  
5. Sustainability  



Massachusetts Statewide Planning 

Å Statewide Planning Goals must be incorporated into the RTP .  



Key Challenges 

Å We canõt know the future.  

Å Disruptive technological change is inevitable.  

Å Massachusetts is growing and aging.  

Å The existing transportation system is made up of transportation 

haves and have -nots. 

Å Transportation needs vary across the Commonwealth and its 
communities.  

Å The transportation system needs to move more people in fewer 

vehicles.  

Å Land use and development decisions drive transportation patterns.  

Å The transportation system needs to be de -carbonized.  

Å Transportation infrastructure needs to be made resilient to a 

changing climate.  

Å Needed investments need to be prioritized and paid for.  

 

Commission on the Future of Transportation in the Commonwealth  



RTP Problem Statements 
Å There are seriously insufficient resources to support the state of 

good repair of the regional transportation system.  

Å Expanded regional passenger rail and transit service is integral to 
education, economic development and workforce 
development.  

Å There is a need for innovative, cost -effective solutions 
independent of the regional transit authorities to provide services 
to rural areas.  

Å Intermodal connections are necessary to support and enhance 
transportation options for downtown areas and village centers.  

Å Increased and comprehensive resources and policies to improve 
sustainability in the transportation sector are necessary if the 
region is to meet its fair share of GHG reductions to comply with 
the Massachusetts Global Warming Solutions Act.  

Å The regional transportation infrastructure does not sufficiently 
accommodate the movement and distribution of freight.  

Å The built environment for bicycling and walking is hampered by 
significant barriers that include: narrow road and bridge cross 
sections, disjointed/unconnected off -road trail networks, a lack 
of sidewalks, uniformity in signs/markings and maintenance 
issues. 



FAST Act 
ÅFixing Americaõs Surface Transportation Act 

o Replaces and builds on MAP -21 

ÅSigned into law ð December 4, 2015.  
o 5 Year Bill 

ÅMore consultation and participation  

o Encourages MPO consultation with other types of planning 

activities  

ÅOther changes to planning and performance  
o TIPs/long-range plans must include facilities that support intercity 

transportation  

o New planning considerations: resiliency/reliability, stormwater  

mitigation, and enhancement of travel/tourism  

o Performance measures and targets  

o Adds a new program for the National Highway Freight Program  

 

 



Performance Measures 
ÅRequired under MAP -21 (Section 1203), continued 

with FAST Act 

ÅMPO Performance Measure targets required for the 
following:  

o PM1 ð Safety Measures ð Set in February 2018 ð Updated Annually  

ÅTotal number of fatalities  

ÅRate of fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT)  

ÅTotal number of incapacitating injuries  

ÅRate of incapacitating injuries per 100 million VMT  

ÅTotal number of combined incapacitating injuries and fatalities for 
non -motorized modes  

o PM2 ð Pavement/Bridge Performance ð Set in November 2018  

o PM3 ð System Performance Measures ð Set in November 2018  

ÅOther Information:  
o MPOs establish their own set of quantifiable performance targets or  

o MPOs adopt state performance targets (for the entire Commonwealth ð 
no quantifiable targets required for region)  

o Targets must be incorporated into Certification Documents  

 

 



2019 MassDOT Safety Performance Measures 



Comparison �. Massachusetts Vs. Pioneer Valley 
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