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SECTION 1.0 [bookmark: _GoBack]AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

1.1 	Authority

Under the authority vested in the Planning Board of the [Town/City] of __________________ by Section 81-Q of Chapter 41 of the General Laws, as amended, and by all subsequent thereto, said Board hereby adopts these Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land in the [Town/City] of __________________.  

1.2 	Purpose

These Subdivision Regulations for the [Town/City] of __________________ have been enacted for the purpose of protecting the safety, convenience and welfare of the inhabitants of __________________ by regulating the laying out and construction of ways in subdivisions providing access to the several lots therein, but which have not become public ways and ensuring sanitary conditions in the subdivisions and in proper cases parks and open areas. The powers of the Planning Board and of the Board of Appeals under these Regulations shall be exercised with due regard for: the provision of adequate access to all of the lots in a subdivision by ways that will be safe and convenient for travel; will provide safe and convenient access for all users of all ages and abilities, by all modes of transportation including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, public transportation users, and delivery and emergency vehicle operators, for minimizing congestion in such ways and in the adjacent public ways; for reducing danger to life and limb in the operation of motor vehicles or travel by foot, bus, bike or wheelchair; for securing safety in the case of fire, flood, panic and other emergencies; for ensuring compliance with the applicable Zoning [Bylaws/Ordinances] and Stormwater Management [Bylaw/Ordinance] of the [Town/City] of  __________________; for securing adequate provision for water, sewerage, drainage, underground utility service, street lighting, police, fire and other requirements where necessary in a subdivision; for coordinating the ways in a subdivision with each other, with the public ways in the [Town/City] of __________________ and with the ways in neighboring subdivisions.


To the fullest extent reasonable and practicable, all subdivisions shall be designed and constructed to incorporate the most recent design standards, best practices, policies and design elements of:
· Complete Streets (see Appendix C.)
· Healthy Communities (see Appendix D.)
· Stormwater Management (see Appendix E.)
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