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Joint Land Use Study Community Survey 

 Over 300 Responses 

 25 questions focusing on Westover economic effect on area, 

familiarity with mission, zoning, WMDC (Westover Municipal 

Development Corporation) operations. 

 

 Far Reaching Response 
• Chicopee,  

• South Hadley,  

• Granby,  

• Ludlow,  

• Springfield,  

• Holyoke   

• Across the Pioneer Valley (Amherst, Belchertown, Easthampton) 

 

 Generally Positive Reviews of Westover operations. 
• Positive economic effect on community FY2017 $212m generated 

• Jobs 

• Safety 

• Political importance for area 

• Generally good compatibility between base and local area.  
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Subject Matter Breakdown 

 

Questions 1-8 Local familiarity of WARB (Westover Air Reserve Base) and base 

mission 

 

Questions 8-15 WARB surroundings. Local impressions and land use 

 

Questions 16-20 WMDC local impressions, 24 hour operations. 

 

Questions 20-25 Discuss Joint Land Use Study 
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Q9 What is your impression of the relationship 

between WARB and 

surrounding: 
Answered: 235 Skipped: 0 

Joint Land Use Study Community Survey 
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Q20 What are the most important aspects of this 

JLUS process? Rank in order of importance 
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Q21 Please list the 3 issues that you consider to be most important 

for the JLUS to address: 
Answered: 112 Skipped: 210 

• Improving local economic activity 

• Noise (multiple respondents) 

• Expanding military operations 

• Working with local bordering communities to mitigate any compatibility concerns 

• Safety 

• Defense 

• Jobs 

• Ensuring ongoing military operations 

• Expansion of Air Force mission 

• Protection of adjacent residential property values 

• Environmental protection 

• Building economic development opportunities 

 

• LESS RESTRICTION ON LAND USE 

• Developing partnership 

• Developing outreach programs that bring WARB & local residents together 

• Expansion of civilian use 

• Vehicle traffic 

• Better communication between base and local government 
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• We are close enough to hear "to the colors" so heavy aircraft departing is loud. Changes in 

      operations that are planned ahead need better public notice. (Fighter craft departing for Europe in 

      early hours) 

 

• I DO NOT WANT FLIGHT NOISE AT NIGHT 

 

• More civilian flights 

 

• Cargo planes are LOUD and SCARY and OMINOUS - I and my family are fearful of them 

 

• The loss of the neighborhood in Granby has given Granby a financial hit 

 

• no night flights there is enough noise 

 

• I would have no problem with quieter aircraft taking off and landing, however, when trying to sleep 

      more noisy aircraft (think fighter jets on the extreme end) would be a problem. Maybe try testing 

      out the project over a couple of nights to test compatibility. If residents could see what it would be 

      like they would be better informed and prepared. Feel more a part of things/in some control. 

 

 

 

Q22 Please add any other comments that you wish to share with the 

JLUS planning team: 
Answered: 46 Skipped: 276 
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• Love the new C-5M engines, turning to base leg is right over my house! 

 

• I have been a resident of Chicopee all my life and live basically at the end of the runway. My father 

      helped build Westover, I grew up with The B-52's, I worked on the B-52's, left the active duty and 

      continued my career till 2008 with the C-130 aircraft and the C-5's. The noise has not bothered me 

      and I welcome any progress that will keep the military here as well as help Chicopee grow 

      economically. 

 

• Miss the big boys warming up their engines and flying over! 

 

• I have zero issues with the base and the civilian airport. 
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Air Force Instruction (AFI) 90-2001 Encroachment Management 

Promotes protections of public health, safety and general welfare in/around airfield 

environment (AICUZ) 

 

Governs flight planning/operations and land use/management in/around airspace and 

ranges (AFI 13-201 Airspace Management) 

 

OEA-sponsored joint planning with community (JLUS) 
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Engaging Potential External 

Stakeholders 

29 
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