
Summary of the Current Transportation Evaluation Criteria used by the Pioneer 

Valley Planning Commission 

The current Pioneer Valley Transportation Evaluation Criteria (TEC) has been in use since 2004.  

Scoring is based on a range from negative 18 to positive 18.  TEC criteria are divided into two 

categories; Transportation Criteria and Other Impact Criteria.   

Transportation Criteria consists of three sub categories; Condition, Mobility, and Safety.   Each 

Sub category has several scoring criteria, which are outlined below.  The Transportation Criteria 

section of the TEC allows for up to 9 point or 50% of the total TEC score 

Breakdown of Transportation Criteria Scoring Criteria 

Condition Mobility Safety 

Magnitude of pavement 
condition improvement 

Effect on magnitude and 
duration of congestion 

Effect on crash rate 
compared to state average 

(-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

Magnitude of improvement 
of other infrastructure 
elements 

Effect on travel time and 
connectivity / access 

Effect on bicycle and 
pedestrian safety 

(-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

  Effect on other modes 
using facility 

Effect on transportation 
security and evacuation 
routes 

  (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

  Effect on regional and 
local traffic 

  

  (-3 to +3)   

   Avg. Score (-3 to +3) Avg. Score (-3 to +3) Avg. Score (-3 to +3) 

 

Other Impact Criteria consists of three sub categories; Community Effects and Support, Land 

Use and Economic Development, and Environmental Effects.  Each Sub category has several 

scoring criteria, which are outlined on the next page.  Other Impact Criteria allows for up to 9 

points or 50% of the total TEC Score. 

  

 



Breakdown of Other Impact Criteria 

Community Effects and 
Support 

Land Use and 
Economic 

Development 

Environmental 
Effects 

Residential effects: right-of-
way, noise, aesthetics, cut-
through traffic, other 

Business effects: right-
of-way, access, noise, 
traffic, parking, freight 
access other 

Air Quality/Climate effects 

(-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

Effect on service to minority 
or low income 
neighborhoods - EJ 

Sustainable 
development effects 

Water quality/supply effects; 
wetlands effects 

(-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

Other impact/benefits to 
minority or low income 
neighborhoods 

Consistent with regional 
land-use and economic 
development plans 

Historic and cultural 
resource effects 

(-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

Public, local government, 
legislative, and regional 
support 

Effect on job creation. Effect on wildlife habitat and 
endangered species 

(-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) (-3 to +3) 

Effect on development and 
redevelopment of housing 
stock. 

  Effect on Green House Gas 
Emissions 

(-3 to +3)   (-3 to +3) 

   Avg. Score (-3 to +3) Avg. Score (-3 to +3) Avg. Score (-3 to +3) 

Since 2004 there have been three adjustments to the criteria: 

1. Add Impacts/Benefits to low income neighborhoods under Land Use and 

Economic Development (Other Impact Criteria) 

2. Add Effect on wildlife habitat and endangered species under Environmental 

Effects (Other Impact Criteria) 

3. Add Effect on Green House Gas Emissions under Environmental Effects (Other 

Impact Criteria) 

Under the current TEC, general guidelines are laid out for what can qualify as an improvement; 

this can result in debates during project scoring regarding the interpretation of the specific 

criteria.  Not all sub categories are data driven (as required by MAP-21); projects can be scored 

based on potential improvements.  This can result in the inconsistent scoring of project by the 

subcommittee.   

Attached Please Figure 1 – TEC Scoring Sheet and also TEC Roadway Example 1 



TRANSPORTATION EVALUATION CRITERIA

Community Project Description

Highway-funded Roadway Improvement/Expansion Projects

TRANSPORTATION CRITERIA

Condition Mobility Safety  Cost Effectiveness 
Community Effects and 

Support

Land Use and Economic 

Development

Environmental

Effects

Roadways Magnitude of pavement 

condition improvement

Effect on magnitude and 

duration of congestion

Effect on crash rate 

compared to state average

 Cost per Unit Change in 

Condition 

Residential effects: right-of-

way, noise, aesthetics, cut-

through traffic, other

Business effects: right-of-way, 

access, noise, traffic, parking, 

freight access other

Air Quality/Climate effects

0 0 0 0 0 0
Magnitude of improvement 

of other infrastructure 

elements

Effect on travel time and 

connectivity/access

Effect on bicycle and 

pedestrian safety

 Cost per lane  Mile Effect on service to minority 

or low income neighborhoods - 

EJ

Sustainable development 

effects

Water quality/supply effects; 

wetlands effects

0 0 0  $               -   0 0 0
Effect on other modes using 

facility

Effect on transportation 

security and evacuation 

routes

 Cost per AADT Other impact/benefits to 

minority or low income 

neighborhoods

Consistent with regional land-

use and economic 

development plans

Historic and cultural resource 

effects

0 0  $               -   0 0 0
Effect on regional and local 

traffic

 Cost per AADT per lane 

mile 

Public, local government, 

legislative, and regional 

support

Effect on job creation. Effect on wildlife habitat and 

endangered species

0  $               -   0 0 0
Effect on development and 

redevelopment of housing 

stock.

Effect on Green House Gas 

Emissions

0 0

Avg. Score             (-3 

to +3)

Avg. Score             (-3 

to +3)

Avg. Score             (-3 

to +3)

Avg. Score             (-3 

to +3)

Avg. Score               (-3 

to +3)

Avg. Score                (-3 

to +3)

0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Score               (-18 

to +18)
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