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After shrinking in the 1990s, the labor force 
and employment have begun to rebound.
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Unemployment reached unprecedented lows 
in the late 1990s.
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Labor force participation varies by gender 
and race.
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The female labor force participation rate 
continues its dramatic rise.

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



The region’s labor force is becoming better 
educated.
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The region’s people remain less well-
educated than Massachusetts as a whole.
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Educational attainment varies widely by race 
and ethnicity.
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Educational attainment is not improving 
much from generation to generation.
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Average MCAS scores  of the region’s 
students are improving.
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Urban school districts are significantly 
behind the rest of the region on MCAS.
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Absenteeism on MCAS exam days has not 
been substantial since 2000.
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