Western Massachusetts Casino Task Force
c/o Pioneer Valley Planning Commission ¢ 60 Congress Street — Springfield, MA 01104

October 28, 2009

The Honorable Karen Spilka, Chair

The Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies
State House, Room 511-C

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Madam Chairman:

Representing fifteen towns in the western Massachusetts region, WMCAT was initiated in August
of 2007 by the Monson Board of Selectmen to address potential issues facing our communities
from the possible legalization of casino gambling in the Commonwealth as proposed by Governor
Deval L. Patrick. The Monson Board of Selectmen notified community leaders in the Quaboag
Valley region to organize and discuss the pending legislation and impacts on the region. The
WMCAT currently consists of an elected or appointed representative and an alternate from over
fifteen communities in the region. The WMCAT mission:

“To assure that the economic, social, and quality of life interests of communities
within the Western Massachusetts region are protected and all impacts resulting
from the potential development of expanded gambling/gaming within the region are
recognized.”

At the April 22, 2009 WMCAT meeting, Senator Brewer requested an extensive list of concerns
and issues from the task force for inclusion in any future “amendment” process regarding casino
or slot legislation. The following list has been developed by members of the task force as high
priority concerns for our communities:

Legislation

A. Comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of slot parlors and mega-casinos.
The legislature will perform a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis and develop
data-driven budgets by region that account for fiscal revenues and both operating
and capital investment expenses. Benefits/revenues will result from income and
property taxes, license fees, job creation, reduction of welfare rolls, and ancillary
economic development for regional businesses. Costs/expenses will result from
capital investment projects, infrastructure expansion and maintenance thereof;
mitigation compensation to affected regional communities for issues defined in the
paragraphs below; and state and regional oversight and administration expenses.

The cost-benefit analysis will address state based costs such as the Attorney
General; gaming commission personnel, equipment, operating budget, software
and all consultants; gambling addiction services; state police and overtime;
domestic violence advocates at district courts serving the regions impacted by
proposed expanded gambling/gaming; corrections and financial counseling.






