Western Massachusetts Casino Task Force
c/o Pioneer Valley Planning Commission ¢+ 26 Central Street — Suite 34 + West Springfield, MA 01089

April 14, 2008

Salvatore F. DiMasi
Speaker of the House
State House

Room 356

Boston, MA 02133

Re: Western MA Casino Task Force Concerns
Dear Representative DiMasi:

The Western MA Casino Task Force (WMCAT) was created in late fall 2007 in response to
Governor Patrick’s announcing his support for and filing of a bill on October 11, 2007, to permit
licensing of three Class Il resort-style casinos in the Commonwealth. The Task Force is
comprised of representatives appointed by the Boards of Selectmen and the Palmer Town
Council, from eleven towns surrounding and including Palmer and Warren, two potential
western region casino sites. WMCAT receives technical support and guidance from
representatives of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission.

Our formally adopted mission is “to assure that the economic, social and quality of life interests
of communities within the Western Massachusetts Region are protected and that all impacts
resulting from the potential development of Class lll casino gambling within the region are
recognized.”

Further, it is our objective to insure that:

+ the Western Region communities are included in every step of the public policy process for
casino development, and

» the state commits to funding a professional, comprehensive and unbiased study of the
potential impacts, both positive and negative, of casino gambling on the Western Region
communities, and

e any proposed casino-enabling legislation shall guarahtee that the Western Region
communities receive adequate compensation for mitigation of any negative impacts of
casino development and operation.

Our Task Force is neither pro-casino nor anti-casino. However, as duly elected representatives
of our respective communities, it is our duty, just as it is yours as the elected representatives of
the Commonwealth, to examine all sides of this issue. We have spent much time studying
Governor Patrick’s proposed casino bill. Although the bill was defeated by the House vote on
March 20, 2008, we think it is worth the effort to communicate to you our concerns about the
bill's deficiencies, should Class Ill gambling legislation be considered at some future date. Our
concerns and suggestions follow:

e There is no regional representation on the Gaming Authority Board of Directors.
Regional representation across the commonwealth must be provided.






